







































Africa. 

Confidential. 

(3283) 

Sir:- 


BRITISH CONSULATE, 

* MONROVIA. 

January 7th, 1908. 



I have the honour to report, with much regret, the 
death of Mr. E. A. Ditchfield at Cape Palmas upon the 
11th ultimo. 

It will he remembered that Nr. Ditchfield had made 
various complaints against the Liberian Judiciary, which 
I duly reported to the Foreign Office. Mr. Blenkinsop, 
who was Mr. Ditchfleld's European assistant, and who was 
unjustly Imprisoned by the local courts, died also a few 
months ago. 

X respectfully ask to be Informed whether His 
Majesty's Goverment propose now to take any steps in 
the matter of the various complaints made by the late 
Mr. Ditchfield, opinions upon which were given by Nr. 

Kenrick, the acting Assistant Legal Adviser at the 
Foreign Office. 

I enclose a letter I have received from Mr. Peeve, 
the European agent of Messrs. V(. D. Woodln and Company 

at 


The Right Honourable 

Sir Edward Grey, Burt., M.P. 



at Capa Palmas, who waB present when Hr. Litchfield died 
and heard his last words. 

I have, &c., 


(Signed) 


Braithwaite Wallis. 








Ax* j - fjOP; 


CAPE P/i-dAD factory, 

WEST AFRICA, 

December 14t'n, 1307. 

Dear Consul "'all i o; - 

I beard from Mr. Hamilton, .vho left here 
this week by 1 e "'trie Weerukinn* for Since, that 
you would be beck again very shortly in Monrovia - 
and so I take the liberty of telling you the last 
thoughts of ,:oor Mr. Ditch field who died on the 11th 
instant at about 11.30 a.m., after a most painful 
and, distressing to witness, illness. 

Mr. Ditch field, until a few minutes before 
his death, had all his presence of mind and I myself 
was there. 

Amongst the things said to me by Mr. Ditch- 
field at his last moments, ware the bitter regrets 
that he ecu Id net live tc see his triumph over his 
enemies - (Messrs. Do rser and Company) - and also 
hlb eager enquiries rs to what date you would prob¬ 
ably be in Monrovia again. 

When, 


- - 








When, far as I could Judge, L ' told him you 
would probably arrive by the 6teamenip "Salaga" hie 
face brightened up - as LX to eay - "Well, even 
though I die, I shall not be forgotten - and If I air. 
right then Consul Wallle will see that my enemies do 
not triumph altogether*. 

Mr. 3. said on hie deathbed *Oh.’ If I could 
live, I know I should come out on top*. 

I am writing to you privately about Mr. T)itch- 
field - and I felt I could not rest unless I told 
you what were his last thoughts; and I feel sure 
that you will pardon me my saying to you these lest 
thoughts cf a dying mar. * of thoughts which do not 
concern myself or my firm - but of which I felt in 
my heart that you would be interested in. 

Trusting you are feeling well - and begging to 
express my wishes for health and happiness f-'r 1903 
to yourself, 

Let me remain, Ac., 


(31gnedj 


Henry Reeve. 






MONROVIA. 



No. 12. 


Africa. 


January 27th, 1908. 


Confidential. 


(5927) 


Sir 


I have the honour to forward herewith the Annual 



Message of President Barclay. 


Those who read this document outside the country 


in which it was written and who have never had an oppor¬ 
tunity of visiting it, cannot realise the true state of 
affairs as they exist here to-day. The paper conveys 
the idea that this so called State is in a more or less 
flourishing condition, that its Institutions are sound, 
even that its policy is progressive, and that, m fact, 
it is in possession of, at any rate, some of the attri¬ 
butes sf which assist in forming the nucleus of sound 
national administration. 

Any reader of such a pamphlet as this is, would find 
it difficult to reconcile the inconsistency of its con¬ 
tents with the chaos and anarchy which to-day exists 
in this unhappy country; and Which has not, in one single 
department, the semblance of Government, however crude, 
as it is understood to be. 

The 

i ourable 

d Grey, Bart., M.P., 

&c ., &c., Ac. 





The obvious object of euch a misleading publication 


is that it can be used and circulated in the outer World. 
Doubtless, the reasons for its production are, it is 
thought, Justified, insomuch that the impression it is 
intended to create in other countries as to the stability 
and effectiveness of the State's administrative machinery, 
might be, to a more or less extent, believed In. 

However, there are points in this document which 
demand attention. On page 4 of the pamphlet. President 
Barclay hints at the necessity for progress, and upon the 
last page he says, "the watchword at this time must be 
reform, reconstruction, increased efficiency and expansion. 

President Barclay refers to the German cable which 
is to come to Monrovia, (page 5); and on pages 7 and 8 
His Excellency suggests certain reforms in the Judiciary. 

A short reference is made to the British and French 
Foreign Offices, given as a kind of eunriary of the 
results of the President's visit to Europe. He states 

on page 10 that "the ideas of the Governments of the two 
countries visited as I caught them, may be thus summarised. 

I especially desire to draw attention to the 


remarks 



remarks upon the subject of the importation of arms Into 
Liberia, (pages II and 12.) 

This setter has at various times been reported by 
me and by other Officers; and now, it is observed, the 
French Government have made representations, I have no 
hesitation in saying that the statements made by Mr. 
Barclay upon this subject are totally and absolutely 
Incorrect. He says "the Government of Liberia has 
replied that they considered the fear expressed by the 
French authorities erroneous, and gave its reasons in- 
detail*. As has often been reported, and since confirmed,, 
the Brussels Convention is being simply trampled under 
foot in Liberia. The Republic, so far as the aborigines 
are concerned, is literally an armed camp. There are 
thousands of breech-loading rifles and ammunition at this 
moment in the country, and a number of these weapons 
must filter through Into British and French territory. 

The reference made to the "Interior Department" 

(pages 12 and 13) is misleading. The reports from 
Sierra Leone and Monrovia show to what extent the 


Liberians are respected and recognised by the aboriginal 


Chiefs 





Chiefs. On page 13, His Excellency urges the necessity 


of a Police Force under European Officers; one of the 
results of his visit to the Foreign Office in London. 
On pages 17 and 18, reference Is made to the Customs 

f 

receipts, and Mr. Barclay hints at more European 
Inspectors. On page 18 reference is made to the 
Liberian Development Company. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) Bralthwaite Wallis. 








Copy. 


. MONROVIA. 

January 29 th. 1S08. 

NO. 13. 

Africa. 

Confidential. 

(5928) 

Sir:- 




I have the honour.to forward herewith the latest 
edition of a Liberian newspaper called the "African 
Agricultural Y.'orld", 

The tone of the paper right through is observed to 
be hostile to the Europeans in the country. A letter, 
on page Z, written by Mr. McCants Stewart, Is worthy of 
notice, inasmuch as It is aimed directly against the 
proposals for reform by European Officers. 

Extracts are riven of the President's Inaugural 
Address, which has not yet appeared in pamphlet form. 

upon page 7, an account is given of the examlna¬ 
tion of Mr. Lament before the House of Representatives. 
That Officer told me that there was considerable spite 

I 

and hostility shown against him throughout the ex¬ 
amination . 

On 


Si’ E, Grey, Bart., M.P., 







On page 8, reference is made to the Liberian De¬ 
velopment Company, against the members of which the 
Liberians are showing the greatest antagonism and ill 
feeling. 

The paper, of course, is generally misleading, 
and Fives no conception of the horrible state of af¬ 
fairs in this country. 

I have, <3tc.. 


{Signed) 


Bralthwalte Wallis. 






Copy. 


MONROVIA. 

January 31st. 1908. 

No. 15. 

Africa. 

Confidentlal. 

(5P30) 

Sir:- 

With reference to the fourth paragraph of rny con¬ 
fidential despatch No. 12 of the 27th. instant in which 
I state, in reference to Mr. Barclay's Message, that 
"the obvious ob.lect of such a misleading publication is 
that it can he used and circulated in the outer World". 

I have the honour to refer to page 7 of the 
• "African Agricultural ’World", forwarded in my confiden¬ 

tial despatch No. 13 of the 29th. instant. In that 
paper will be seen an extract taken from an American 
paper called "The Boston Evening Transcript*, published 
in New England, United States of America. 

This gives an example of what I desired to convey 
in my despatch referred to, namely, that the contents 
ot many of t.ness papers and addresses are written for 
the express purpose of misleading individuals in other 

countries 


Sir E, Grey, Bart., M.P., 





countries who happen to take an interest in Lioerian 


affairs. 

The United States of Smerlca would receive a very 
rude shock did she but realise the hopeless and dread¬ 
ful state of affairs in this country. 

I a.-n unable to find language sufficiently strong 
and expressive enough to convey to the Foreign Office 
a real picture of this place, its doings and its 
citizens. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) Braltiwaite Wallis. 



Copj# 

No.33. 

Africa. 

Confidential. 

( 7303 ) 


MONROVIA, 

February 14th, 1908. 


Sir:- 

With reference to my confidential despatch No.3 
of January the 7th last upon the subject of the death 
of Mr. Ditchfield at Cape Palinas, I have the honour to 
forward herewith a further letter from Mr. Reeve, the 
Agent for Messrs Woodin and Company at that place. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) Bralthwalte Wallis. 



Sir E. Grey, Bart., M.P. 
Sue., &e., &c. 








CAPE PAU1AS, 

January 21st, 1908. 


Dear Consul Wallis:- 

I beg to thank you for your kind latter of 
the 8th instant and in reply I would say that there was 

m 

no postmortem held over poor Ditchfleld. 

» 

He had a big funeral but Messrs Dossen arm 
Company did not attend. Rather do they boast now that, 
since Mr. Ditchfleld Is no more, they Intend taking 
steps against the firm of mtchflelds Limited as far 
as ever they think they can. 

All the natives from Half Graway (between 

* # -to- 

Cape Palmas and Half Cavally) came in a body and 
requested permission from Superintendent Thome to do 
their honours to Mr. Ditchfleld. This WaB a week 
after the actual funeral - and there were about 600 man 
all armed with guns who fired for about 6 hours all 
round Cape Palmas - and all dressed in war costume 
(native 1 . It was a sight well worth seeing, and, to 
my mind, was the biggest honour Ditchfleld has had. 

Of course, Dossen was much put out because Thorne 

* 

allowed these people to salute. 


Maryland 






Maryland County . 


There has not teen anything very stirring or 
exciting of late. The thief whom I reported to you 
officially last June as having broken into our store 
and who was tried and convicted as guilty went away 
In August last and has not teen seen. Ball was found 
for him ty some of his friends for $75.00 {in protatly 
almost worthless papers) but the vrhole thing Is and has 
teen an entire farce. 

To go to the Courts here Is so much waste of time 
as we do not get any justice given to us. 

Small little wars still continue between Grances 
people and Flccinlnny Cess people,* thus interfering in 
our coast trade for produce as the produce cannot 
come down from the tush. However Liberia has hardly 
any control over the Kroo coast and this is well known 

At last I have ay relief out - Mr. Parry - whom I 
believe you met on the Steamship "Dakar* is here - and 
1 trust to get away sometime towards the end of 

February. I feel that I need a rest badly. 

* * 

Trusting you are very well 

Let me remain, &c., 


(Signed) 


Henry Reeve.. 




Copy. 

•• 


No. 43. 

. MONROVIA. 

March 12th, 1908. 

Africa. 


Confidential 


(10S02) 

• 

Sir:- 

* 

With reference to mi' despatch No. 3 confidential, 

of January 7th last, and Mr. Langley's despatch No. 7 

of February 14th (3283/08) upon the subject of the death 

of Mr. Ditchfleid and the litigation In which that 

gentleman was involved in this country prior to his 

decease, I have the honour to state that any investi¬ 
gations made by the Liberian Government in connection 

with the proceedings of their Judicial department, in 

which the treatment of Europeans is involved, cannot, 

in the least degree, be relied upon. 

tkx. 

All Liberians care about is to escape responsibility 

and any complications which may arise therefrom. They 

would go to great length to prevent the bringing to the 

light of day the iniquitous and corrupt manner in which 

their Courts are conducted. Even their own so called 

lawyers admit that they are able to twist cases In prac¬ 


tically any way they please. 

Under 


The Right Honourable 

Sir E. Grey, Bart., M.P., 
&c., &c., &c. 



Under the circumstances, therefore, any Investiga¬ 
tions made by the Liberian Government into the cases of 
Messrs- Litchfield, Blenkinsop, Attia and Hunt, will 
not be worth the paper they are written upon: their real 
object of course being to do everything within their 
power to throw the responsibility from off their own 
shoulders and cover up the shortcomings of their Courts. 

I will, nevertheless, curry out the instructions 
contained in Mr. Langley’s despatch herein referred to. 

Papers connected with the late Mr. Litchfield's case 

i 1 

are accompanying this despatch under separate cover. 

I have, &c., 


(Signed) 


Bralthwaite Wallis. 



Copy. 

. MONROVIA, 

March 20th, 1305. 

No. 45. 

* 

Africa. 

• 

Confidential. 


(13388). 

• 

Sir: - 

I have the honour to confirm my cablegram No. 9 

• 

of the 16th instant sent in reply to your cablegram 

No. 4 of the 11th instant, which was received at Mon¬ 
rovia on the same day that my reply to it was despatched 

to the Foreign Office. 

The prisoner Hunt was released at the cno of August 

una went to Sierra Leone. A full report of the treat¬ 

ment of that unfortunate man at the hands of the 

Liberians was forwarded in my confidential despatch 

No. 44 of June £0;,h lust, ana I have nothing further to 

add, except to remark that had not this case beer, taken 

■i 

up. Hunt, hua he survived, would still have been a 

manacled prisoner in the filthy cell at Cape Palmas 

where he was discovered 'ey the Co.mmanoer of His Majesty's 


Ship 


Sir E. Grey, Bart., M.P., 



•• 

Ship "Dwarf" arid rayself last year. 

The cats of Mr, Daviu Attiu was reported by me 

* i 

in .my confidential despatch No. 47 of June £5th last; 
ana with this report I for farcied a Petition from hum 
praying for the ass_stance of Hie Majesty's Government. 

I also enclosed copy of a local paper cullen the 
■African League* of May-June 1907, in which Mr. Attiu 
describes at length the fraud and corruption of the 
Liberian Courts. In th_a paper he gives a full re¬ 
port of the affair, and the statements contained 
therein are substantially correct. 

When the Liberian Government knew that the case 

# 

was before the Foreign Office they muae all kinds of 
false unu aleleading statements about the matter with 
a view, of course, of evading responsibility. Presi¬ 
dent Barclay, when in England, 'nude untrue state men lb 
as to the real facts of this ana other cases. In the 
appeal which Mr. Attiu nude, anti which has recently 
been hearu here. Judgment was given in his favour. 

This was reported in my telegram No. 4. But Mr. Attia 
only obtained a hearing becaiso the Liberians knew that 


■the 



the case was being matched from this Office, and 
real is ea that the;, .vers no Longer able to evade facte 
and prevent the truth from coming out. I beg to refer 
you to my confidential despatch No. 37 of the 3rd.in¬ 
stant, and up till now I have been unable to obtain a 
copy of the judgment of the Court here. 

With regard to the imprisonment of the late Mr. 
BlenkinBOp, this case was reported in full by me in my 
despatch No. 45 of June £lst. last. I also reported 
the late Mr. Ditchfield's cuse in despatch No. 46 of 
June £4th last, and forwarded last mil original papers 
and correspondence connected therewith. 

In accordance with my cablegram No. S herein re¬ 
ferred to, I transmit herewith more original letters 
which have been received at various times from the late 
Messrs Ditchfleld and Blenkinsop during 1906 and 1907. 
The Foreign Office ar c already in possession of several 
of Mr. Ditchfield's letters, and it is possible that 
Messrs Taylor and Company have sent this gentleman's 
correspondence in connexion with the case, including 
my replies thereto, to that Department. 


I 






I raspectfully request that the letters and docu¬ 
ments now enclosed, or copies of them, be returned to 

■> 

this Office, because, owing to pressure of work and 

from want of time, no copies have been taken of the 

originals in this Office. All these cases were before 

the Foreign Office last year, and Mr, Kenrick, the 

Acting Assistant Legal Adviser, .made some strong re- 
* * 

marks about them, which would probably have been much 

stronger, were the real state of affairs out here 

* * • * 

thoroughly understood. 

Since my return, other cases have occurred. Mr. 

* 

Righy, an Englishman, has been arrested and thrown 
into prison at Grand Bassu and kept there for five 
days without trial. It appears to have been done upon 
the word of an Ignorant ana corrupt Liberian judge, who 
was not even sitting in court at the time, but who gave 
the verbal order when out of office to "put him {Mr. 
Rigby) in gaol". Cases of fraua unu injustice are 

m 

constantly being brought to my notice, and for this 
reason I reported in my telegram that they are too 
numerous to be dealt 1th from this Office singlehanded. 




Judicial 



Judicial affaire m this country, so far us 
British subjects are concerned, should, be, us quickly 
us possible, removed from the hands of the Liberians, 
who are totally incapable of either administering 
justice or of abstaining from fraud and collusion in 
the Courts. 

I respectfully beg to refer you to my recent des 
patch No. 36 of the kind, instant upon questions relat 
to the Liberian Judiciary. 

I have &c.. 


ng 


(Signed) 


Braithwuite Wallis. 





*• 

Copy. 

No.50, 
Africa. 
Confidential 
(13640) 


M 0 H E 0 V I A, 

torch 28th, 1908 


Sir:- 


I have the honour to forward herewith a letter 
received from Doctor E. W. Blyden upon the subject of 


Liberia. 


Doctor Blyden, it will be remembered, was some 
years ago Liberiar. Minister Plenipotentiary jn London, 
and has since retired frets a poBt, namely that of 
Director of hoharmedan Education, under the Government 
of Sierra Leone. 

Doctor Blyden is an able man, and surpasses any 
of the Americc-Liberians In this country to-day. fils 

IdeaB on African questions relating to the Negro are, 

* 

in my opinion, sound. He has Informed me that there is 
no hope at all for this country, unless some European 
Power steps in without delay and practically administers 
this country for the Liberians. He said that he hoped 
this Power would be Great Britain; but that the reforms 


now 


3Jr E. Grey, Bart., M.P. 
&c., &c., 


t 


ac. 



row being undertaken in Liberie, must be a good deal more 
sweeping and drastic. He added that If they were forced 
upon the country they would be Its Balvatlon, and that 
nothing effective In the v,ay of reform would take place 
unlese It was insisted upon by Officers strong enough 
to see that their demands were carried out. 

I have, &c., 


(Signed) 


Braithwalte Wallis. 







vate ar.d confidential 


SIERRA LEONE, 

Kerch 16th, 1908. 


Dear Consul Wallis 

The fev.' minutes interview I had with you on 
board the "Fatah1" in Monrovia harbour on the 6th in¬ 
stant did not allow time to say all I wanted to say. 

But I am glad I was able to give you ray impression of 
the Diplomatic relatione between Liberia and the United 
States, and ray opinion of the projected Mission to the 
American Government. I was able also to recite the 
events attending the visit of Governor Havelock of 
Sierra Leone eib British Ambassador to Monrovia in 1882 
in connection with the N.W. Boundary question. I told 
you of the presence in Monrovia harbour at the time of 
the United States man-of-war "Essex", Comnodore 
McCormack in charge, and cf his impression of the 
unfortunate and v/hat he considered hopeless state of 
things in the capital of the Republic, and I further 
told you that after an experience of more than fifty 
years in and out of the Government, I feel sure that 
all the difficulties of Liberia and her misunderstand¬ 


ings 



misunderstandings and Quarrels with the natives have 
grown out of the dominating presence of the mulatto 
element in the Councils of the nation. These people 
were sent to Liberia, after the colony, under the 
guidance of true Negroes, enjoying white supervision, 
had made a fair start on the road to a Negro nationality 
the philanthropic founders of Liberia in America 
thought that the whitest man who had Negro blood in his 
veins, was fitted not only to aid but (because of his 
white blood) to lead in developing a Negro State in 

Africa. Sut experience has shown that these people 

* 

are not only unable to render effective service in 
constructing a Negro State but are bitter opponents of 

any movement distinctly racial. They despise the pure 

* • * 

Negro and NIf racial inspiration and aspiration, and 
hate the white man, who they know would encourage 
racial independence. The two races with the half breed 
between them cannot cc-operate. This is the penalty 
that nature has attached to the crime of amalgamation. 
This inconvenience is felt in America, in the West 
Indies, in South Africa. 

During the rebellion ir. 1872, when a mulatto shot 


President 



President Eoye, a Negro, Sir Arthur Kennedy, then 
Governor of Sierra Leone, visited Monrovia on official 
business. He found it impossible to do anything, 
owing to the confusion. A mulatto arose in the meeting 
sumnoned by President Foye to meet the Governor after 
hearing the Governor's speech, and Fald: "I do not 
think any white man has the right to talk to us as 
Governor Kennedy has done, and I resent his interference 

in our affairs". I was present at that meeting. 

» 

Governor Kenned;' had been advising them against their 
reckless expenditure of money and their injudicious 
wars with the natives. Nothing was settled at this 
meeting and the Governor left the next day, after 
entrusting to me an important letter to be forwarded to 
England by the next mail. The man who made the 
insulting or impudent speech was often mistaken for 

f « 

white. He is dead now and all his family are gone. 

There are very few of such men in Liberia now'. 

* 

Occasionally they find their way into the country from 

* 

America or elsewhere and revive the mouldering embers 
of antipathy to the white man. Among such adventurers 




are 



are Mr. Me Cants Stewart, whom President Barela:/ was 
deceived Into taking to England and France last year; 
a man who has failed In America and in Hawaii (Honolulu) 
and must eventually fail in Liberia. This man persuaded 

another mulatto adventurer to come to Liberia this year - 

* 

Sylvester Tfilllams, a British subject from the West 
Indies, who preached sedition to the natives of South 
Africa a few years ago and got many poor loyal people 
into difficulty. Major Cadell knew him there and tells 
me he himself aided in his expulsion from Johannesburg. 

Sir Arthur Kennedy in a despatch to the Secretary 

* 

of State after his visit to Liberia stated that the 
anarchy he found there, which afterwards culminated in 
the death of President Eoye, was due chiefly to 
designing mulattoes. They instigated Roye to get a 
loan from England, then misled him in the use of it, 

C * 

for which the clique killed him and got possession of 
what was left of the money. Liberia is still struggling 
under that unfortunate debt. 

So it is everywhere. The Rebellion in Jamaica 
in 1865 was caused chiefly by G. W, Gordon, a quedroon. 


described 



described in Hell Caine's recent work on "The cruise of 


the Port Kingston* as "the son of a great planting 

* 

attorney and a woman of colour*. So in South Africa. 
The leaders In the unscrupulous "Ethiopian" movement, 
which has had such serious results in Natal, where 
unprincipled mulattoes from America preached hostility 
to the whites. The only hope of success of the 
efforts of British officers now trying to help Liberia 
le to Bet their faces like a flint against the mixed 
element. The French Vice Consul at Monrovia Monsieur 
Bauche, who was a fellow passenger with me from 
Monrovia to sierra Leone, told me that he had informed 

the President officially that if a certain mulatto, a 

* * '* 

Major Lorcas, who has given great trouble to the French 

in the interior. Is reappointed to his post In the 

- * * 

interior, he will resign and retire from Liberia. 

R> 

The pure Negro Liberian, largely in the majority, 
and the Aborigines, lords of the soil, are prepared to 
receive the British with open arms. All they have to 
do is to insist that Liberia, as their next door 
neighbour, must set her house in order and help her to 


do 



do go with the necessary means. Which the revenue or the 


country ’. ill soon be able to pay or ie now able to pay 
if 65 per cent of it did not go no one knows where, as 
the President acknowledged to Major Cadeli. 

Oliver Schreiner, some years ago, in an able and 
Illuminating article in the Fortnightly, warned both 
black and White of the perils of the unfortunate inter¬ 
mixture . 

Permit me, Mr. Consul, to advise you to leave no 
atone unturned to carry out the beneficent objects of 
your Government for the Republic, and send to them 
every possible item of information that may help them 
to arrive at a wise conclusion in the present crisis. 

Yours, &c., 

I ■ 

(Signed) Edwd. W. Elyden. 

P.S. I shall be on my way down the coast on the 

* * 

next boat from here from Monrovia. It may be the "Salaga 

I shall not but Bhould be glad to see you on board 

Sr. J 

if you could come. I soi sending tills letter through Mr. 
Bingham to Mr. Powell to be handed to you in person. 


(Initialled) E.W.B. 



;o';rdvia, 

July 7th, ISO a. 


Mo. 68 . 

* 

confidential. 

(25795). 

Sir: - 

I huv= the honour to acknowledge the receipt of hr. 
bungle, ’b despatch Mo. 32 of May the £9th last (l&ll-j/Ob 
enclosing copy of a letter fret Messrs Taylor and Com¬ 
pany on the subject cf the attempted murder of Mr. 

Lumley Jones at Cape Palms. 

This appears to he a case of aggravated assault. 

0 It however, goes to show once again the utter want of 

law ana respect for Europeans which exist in V is 
country. And further the proceedings in the Court in 
this case demonstrates the corruption of the LIher 1 an 
Judiciary. 

The litter incompetenc; of these courts becomes & 
serious matter when Europeans, and especially British 
subjects, are tried before them. 

I have he ., 

(Signed) 


Sir K. Crey, Bart., M.P., 


3raithwaite Wallis. 
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uao r rea.tr of Friendship 
and Commerce between His Majesty the King ol 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain, and ire land 
and cf the British Dominions berend the Beas, 
rtaperor of India, arid "one P re a i dent oi the 
Republic cf TIberia cannot be modified or ter¬ 
minated except br mutual consent on tne part 
of the High Contracting Parties: 

The Government of His Britannic 
Majesty and tae Government of the Republic of 
Liberia hereby agree that any of His Majesty's 
Dominions mentioned be 1 err may withdraw from the 
treaty separately at any tine on giving tvelve 
months notice to that effect, but that never¬ 
theless the goods produced or manufactured in 
any cf such Dominions shall enjoy in ?.Iberia 
complete and unconditional most— favoured—nation 
treatment, so long as such Dominion shall accord 
to goods the produce or manufacture ofj,n>. 

f ^ 

erlatreatment as- favourable as it gives to the 
produce or manufacture of any other foreign 


country, : hc- Dominions to ”'hich this Deciarat- 









MONROVIA 



Copy. 


August let, 1908. 

No, 76. 

Africa. 

Confidential. 

(29054). 


Sir:- 

I have the honour to report that during ray absence 
from Monrovia in the interior an attempt appears to 
have teen made, either to burn, the Consulate, or create 
an impression that it ms the desire of rone person 
or persons to ao so. 

The affai 1 " was reported to the Liberian Government 
who replied that they thought it met have been eerie 
by the caretaker - a British subject - left in charge 
of the building in order to bring trouble upon the 
Liberian Government, with whom he had some dispute. 

There is, however, no evidence either way; but I 
have dismissed the man from the Consulate staff. Nc 
damage was cone to the building. 

A few Liberian Civil Police were sent to guard 


fir V. Grey, Bar 
ftc., ,, 


t., i.'.P., 

fee. 


the 



'X 

the place until my return at the request of the Vice- 
Consul, These ran are untrained and consequently 
without discipline. During their tour of duty, last- 

* 

■» 

inf; so tic ten days, the, managed to break some of the 
windows in the servant* quarters, and oo other damage, 
which, however, the Liberian Government have now paid 
for. 

I have c c., 

5raithwaite Wallie. 


(Signed} 







MONROVIA. 


October 20th, 1908. 

N0.37A. 

Africa. 

Confidential. 

(38718) 

Sir:- 

I have the honour to forward, herewith, the en¬ 
closed paper governing the functions of Consuls in 
Liberia, which has Just been issued and forwarded to 
me by the Secretary of State here. I respectfully 
beg to draw attention to Section I, paragraph 7, page 4 
thereof. 

^ The Liberian Government have lately announced 

that consuls are here only in a commercial capacity, 
anc are neither entitled, nor will be permitted, to 
discuss matters which they call of a ■diplomatic or 
political nature." 

This new regulation has, I believe, been aimed 
chiefly at the recently arrived French Consul, who 
has been bullying and threatening the Liberian Govern¬ 
ment to such an extent, and in so rude a manner, that 
in desperation, and in order to obtain some peace for 


Sir E. Grey. Bart.. M.P 


a 






a time, they have thougit it advisable to issue these 
regulations. 

It now means "that the Liberian Government can 
refuse at arty time to discuss matters deemed by them 
to be of a "diplomatic or political nature* with any 
Consul here, unless that Consul possesses soras kind oi 
diplomatic rank or authority from his Government, 
which must also be upprovec and recognized by the 
Liberian Government. 

The whole thing is very ridiculous, but it will, 
nevertheless, place me In a most awkward position 
here should some Cantankerous or hostile Cabinet Min¬ 
ister, in the absence perhaps of the President, take 
advantage of this regulation for the purpose of evud- 
ing the point at issue, by refusing to discuss mat¬ 
ters with me, under ray present Commission. 

I must take this opportunity of reporting that 
time after time I have been made to feel my position 
in this country as Consul, when having been obliged, 
more or less, to eat humble pie and take a back seau 
in the presence of some black or yellow Diplomatic 


Agent 



Agent or Consul-General. 


This sort of thing would hardy he possible in a 

/ 

civilized country, or in a country in Africa under an 
European Government. But in a place like this, where 
people do not appreciate nor uncerstand junior rank, 
it makes all the difference, especially in the eyes 
of the aboriginal Chiefs and natives. 

It is, moreover, quite possible that the Liber¬ 
ians will take advantage of this regulation with me 
at perhaps an important and critical moment, when wish¬ 
ing to evade discussing questions relating to the 
Anglo-Liberian frontier, and the many other matters 
about which I so often have to see the President. 

They might adopt this attitude towards myself, because 
I, like Mr. Probyn, the Governor of Sierra Leone, so 
thoroughly understand the true situation and the fraud 
and corruption of the Liberian officials. 

As the next few months will be a most important 
time in Liberia; and as there will be several matters 
I shall be obliged to discuss at length with the Pre¬ 
sident which the Liberian Government could call 
"diplomatic or political", I respectfully ask that 


some 






sane steps be taken, without delay, to give me the 
necessary official authority or rank, in order that 
I can be fully armed and qualified to perform my 
many and various duties in this country, unquestioned. 

I desire that it be understood that I am not 
bringing this matter up on personal grounds, but in 
the interests of the Public Service; and In order 
to assist me, or my successor, ir. the work I am en¬ 
deavouring to accomplish for His Majesty's Government 
in this country. 

I have Ac., 

(Signed) Bralthwaite Wallis. 
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Copy. 

i 

MONROVIA. 

November 29th . 1908. 

No. 102. 


Africa. 


Confidential. 


(902} 

Sir:- 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 

your cablegram No. 20 of the 19th. instant, (which only 

arrived at Monrovia yesterday) stating that the rank of 

Consol-General has been given to me. 

0 

I confirm my cablegram No. 40 of the 28th. instant, 

wherein I expressed appreciation of the manner in which 

the Foreign Office are supporting ray rather trying and 

difficult work In this country. This advancement in 

rank will be of great assistance to me, as well as, in¬ 
directly, to all British Officers in the country. Pre¬ 
sident Barclay considers "that a compliment has thus 

been paid to Liberia by Great Britain"; and Mr. Lament, 

the Financial Adviser, who is now working on Treasury 

reform, states that my position here as Consul-General 


will 


Sir F. Grey, Bart., M.P., 
&c ., &c., &c. 



will lie a considerable support, to him. Both the Presi¬ 
dent and Mr. Lament, as well as others interested in 
Liberian ref oral, have expressed the hope that the Consu¬ 
late has been made a British Agency. Curiously enough, 
your cablegram Mo. 20 herein referred to (see inclosure) 
was actually addressed to the "British Agency, r«onrovia". 

As nothing was said about this in the message itself, it 
is, I suppose, rather too good to hope for. 

I must take this opportunity also of thanking the 
Foreign Office for supporting my suggestion as to Euro¬ 
pean clerical hire. It can perhaps be understood that 
owing to the inauguration of reform, the work in this 
Office has increased enormously. 

My position in this country has become, through the 
progress of events, a somewhat peculiar one. While 
carrying out the policy laid down by His Majesty' s Govern¬ 
ment. there are many and varied duties to perform, 

HF 

I am often obliged to give advice to the President 
and other members of his Cabinet without appearing to do 
so. I am compelled to discuss matters with the Financial 
Adviser, the Officer Commanding the Force and the Commander 


of 



of the new gunboat upon a variety of subjects connected 


with, this country. Some tines Mahomnedan and Pagan 
Chiefs from the far interior have to be seen. They 
come down to enquire what is going on here: and as a 
rale, end up by saying that they detest the Americo- 
Liberians and ask for protection by Great Britain. When 
it is remembered that not a fev; of these warlike and in¬ 
teresting people are leaders of thousands of armed war¬ 
riors, their remarks must necessarily comnand respect. 

Messengers also arrive from time to time from the 
Km, Grebo and other countries on the littoral. They 
invariably state that they never have and never will 
recognise the Liberian Government, and that the country 
in which they live is theirs by right and has been in 
their possession for hundreds of years, (vide my des¬ 
patch No. 23 of April 29th. 1907). 

At other times, a glaring instance of embeasslament 
is discovered by the Financial Adviser, and when his 
efforts fail to achieve the necessary results, I am ask¬ 
ed to speak privately to the President, to the Treasurer 
or to some other Individual, and endeavour, by moral 


suasion 



suasion, to obtain reform. The troubles on the Anglo- 
Liberian frontier, the local attitude of the French, and 
other Blatters too numerous to mention, all require atten¬ 
tion. It is often, then, disheartening work, and I 
have felt, on more than one occasion during the past 
year, in absolute tiespair at the situation. The intrigue 
and corruption of the Liberian Officials; the bribery 
that goes on almost openly in the va"ious departments; 
the extraordinary judgments given in the Courts; and 
the petty obstacles that are constantly being placed in 
the way of the British Officials, are almost, beyond des¬ 
cription. 

I nevertheless realise, in spite of all this, how* 
insignificant the affairs of this country, as well as our 
struggles out here, must appear to the Foreign office. 

But at the same time, the difficulties to be grappled 
with and overcome are as great, and perhapB greater in 
their way, as if the country occupied an important posi¬ 
tion in another and more attractive part of the 'World. 

Any support given to me by His Majesty's Government 
will, therefore, be of the greatest help and encourage¬ 
ment, not only to myself personally, but also to the 


other 






other British officers as well. There being no cable 


communication and a very dad service of ste&mers here, 
we are practically cut off from the outside world. We 
have to deal on the Coast with a lot of incompetent, 
corrupt and intriguing officials, the Arnerlco-Liberians, 
whose Ignorance, immorality, and so-called 'independ¬ 
ence" are enormous obstacles to progress. We are sur¬ 
rounded behind by wild and savage tribes, v.'hose hatred 
of the Liberians, and often suspicion of ourselves, 
make the task of reform no lighter. 

But withal, it can nevertheless be stated that 
steady though slow progress is being :uude through the 
efforts of the British Officers in the country; and 
the reforms will be widely extended. 

If His Majesty's Government will continue their 
support, consistent with the policy laid down, and will 
also continue to press upon the Liberian Government the 
necessity for thorough reform at the hands of European 
Officers; these officials will be able to create a 
real Government in Liberia, and the country must in 
time become a wealthy one. 


But 



But I am convinced, after some experience, and a 
good deal of study of the question of African administra¬ 
tion, that the effete and rapidly disappearing Arnerico- 
Liberlans, will never he able to govern this country 
alone, that Is without the strong controlling hand of 
some European Power. 

I have, &c,, 

(Signed) Bralthwalte Weills. 
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Copy. 


Ko.1X4- 


Africa. 

Confidential, 

(3873). 

Sir:- 


Deceiaber 31st, 1908. 



With reference to the complete absence of Govern- 
ment in this Republic, I have the honour to transmit 
herewith some correspondence sent to Mr, Hughes, the 
young English Collector of Customs at Kanre Lahun in 
the service of Liberia, by some of the Liberian 


officials near the Anglo-Liberian frontier. These 

* 

C persons are:- colonel Wlnkey; Major Lomax; and a 

Mr. Worries, a "Corninissloner". 

f.y object in sending you these letters Is to 
endeavour to illustrate the type of individual con¬ 
stituting this so called "Government*. The Legis¬ 
lators are men of this stamp, some oven more Ignorant, 
and all are corrupt and dishonest blackguards. 

Honour, integrity and patriotism, are qualities 


Sir EdY/ard Grey, Bart., K.P., 
&c., 3c c., dec. 


unknown 






unknown among the AmerIco-Liberlans. 


(Signed) 


* 


I have &c., 

Braithwalte Wallis. 






